The Wisdom of Man & The Power of God

| Corinthians 2-3 | Week Two

Overview

The goal of the Fellowshipisto create connectionsleading to authenticcommunity,
and provide biblical perspective on becoming a Christian scholar. Therefore, be sure to
take time to hearfrom each other (15 minutes), reviewthe lesson (30 minutes)and to
pray for personal concerns and campus outreach efforts (15minutes). Encourage
participantstoread the chapterin advance, usingitfor personal devotionals, reflecting
on the Memory Verse and journalinginsights from your Quiet Time. Try to connect
with others outside of the Fellowship this week. In this way your spiritual and relational
goalsfor the group can be met. Having leaders rotate discussion will allow each to

share their perspective.

Where We Are Now

In kicking off the study last week, we discussed the danger of letting ourintellectual
knowledge become a point of pride and divisionin the Church. Paul’s examplewas to
filterall wisdom through the Christ, cross and the Gospel to become truly wise.

This Week

In this session, we will talk about the difference between human wisdomvs. the power
of God. We will look athow a dependence on human wisdom harms the Church and
keeps us from growing deeper spiritually.

The Bigldea

We cannotrely on our ownwisdomto lead usinto maturity. We must depend on the
wisdom that comes from knowing Christ and His Holy Spiritinside of us.

Memory Verse icor. 2:2-2

Looking atthe Text

Ask someone to read | Corinthians 2:1-5 - And |, when | cameto you, brothers, did not
come proclaiming to you the testimony of God with lofty speech or wisdom. 2 For |
decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 3 And | was
with you in weakness and in fearand much trembling,4and my speech and my message
were notin plausible words of wisdom, butin demonstration of the Spirit and of power,5 so
thatyour faith might notrest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.

1. Paul could have been eloquent but chose to amplify Christ and His cross? Why?

1 | The Problem with Knowledge

2 | Wisdom of Man & Power of God
3 | Servanthood & Stewardship

4 | Sex, Holiness, and Worship

5 | Singleness, Marriage, and Calling
6 | Knowledge, Idolatry, & Surrender

7 | The Anatomy of an Idol

8 | All in the Family

9 | It's All About Love

10 | Spiritual Gifts & The Church
11 | The Resurrection & The End

Get Started

Open up the session byasking
someone to pray. This will help
break the iceand get everyone in
the practiceof listeningto each
other.

Don’t Forget

Before you start callingon people
to read Scriptureor pray, make
sure the individual you arecalling
on is comfortable with the task.
You never want to put someone
on the spot!

All provided Scripture quotations
areinthe English Standard
Version.
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“..so thatyourfaith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.”

Paulis contrasting a faith built on the wisdom of men vs. Christand His gospel. One
isinformational, even entertaining, the otheris atransformational demonstration
of God’s power. Ifthe divisive fads of eloquent speakers passes (and Paul refuses to
be one of those), theirfaith solidly rests on the work of God that changed them.

Ask someone to read verses 6-13 - Yet among the mature we do impart wisdom,
although itis not a wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to
passaway. 7 But weimpart a secret and hidden wisdom of God, which God decreed
beforethe ages forour glory. 8 None of the rulers of this age understood this, for if they
had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 9 But, as it is written,

“What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, northeheartof manimagined, what God
has prepared forthose who love him”—

10 these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit. Forthe Spirit searches
everything, even the depths of God. 11 For who knows a person's thoughts except the
spirit of that person, which is in him? So also no one comprehends the thoughts of God
exceptthe Spirit of God. 12 Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the
Spirit who is from God, that we might understand the things freely given us by

God. 13 And weimpart this in words not taught by human wisdom buttaught by the
Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to those who are spiritual.

2. Paul speaks of the goal of wisdom forthe mature? How is that characterized?

Itis not from contemporary philosophies that are fleeting. [t comes from God
himself, hidden from those who don’t followHim. The Gospel isincomprehensible
withoutthe Holy Spirit opening eyes and imparting truth!

3. Accordingto Paul, whyisthe Spirit essential in bringing His wisdom to believers?

He draws men, allowingthemto understand the gospel. He knows the depth of
God and revealsitto us. He gives words to speak spiritual truth to make us wise.

In vs. 14-16, Paul makes it clear that there is a spiritual component to us, which
cannot be overlooked. He will characterize the Corinthians as babes, not mature.

Ask someone to read 3:1-4 - But |, brothers, could not address you as spiritual people,
butas people of the flesh, as infants in Christ.’ | fed you with milk, not solid food, for
you were not ready forit. And even now you are notyet ready, > foryou are still of the
flesh. For while there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not of the flesh and
behaving only in a human way?* For when one says, “I follow Paul,” and another, “I
follow Apollos,” are you not being merely human?

4, Whatisthe majorsign of spiritual immaturity Paul is mentioning here?

They are babes needing milk, notsolid food (truth for wise, surrendered, spiritually
discerning). Theirdivisions reflect sin and immaturity and prevent the Spirit from
bringing understanding.
Summarize verses 5-15 — Paul, Apollos and others are His servants and workers, but
God causes the growth. Christis the foundation and ourwork builds on Him. Our
discipleship, teaching, and evangelism, are viewed as “building materials of gold, silver,
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Think About It

lllustrate It

Have you ever seen God transform
a person’s characterina waythat
justseemed unexplainable? Share
about that experience with the
group or inviteothers to do so.

Tie It Together

Spouses have been known to
“finish each other’s thoughts”
because they know them, think
alike,and express their hearts.
Imaginethe understandingthe
Spirithas of God’s inner thoughts.
He longs to “share these with us” if
we look to Him for truth, power
and His words to speak.

lllustrate It

A radio picks up a frequency and
broadcasts to all listeners tuned to
the station. A largebuildingcan
block transmission sothatonly
staticis heard.Once clear of the
hindrance, the message returns.
Sin can hinder your receptivity of
spiritual truthandleaveyouina
state of spiritual immaturity
(babes) likethose in Corinth. See
John 15:1-5 for insights on abiding.



etc.” Ourefforts are tested by fire and that which survivesis affirmed.

5. What does Paul mean when he says we “receive areward?” How do we insure
approval?
Build on Christ! Don’t rely on your poweror eloquence but let yourefforts be
empowered by His Spirit, His wisdom, careful to confess sins (like divisiveness) so
that He isfree to work through you, for His glory! Notice that your salvationis NOT
at stake. Our Kingdom efforts as believers will be tested and rewarded.

Paul ends his criticism with a final thought for them invs. 18-23 -

'8 Let no one deceive himself. If anyone among you thinks that he is wise in this age, let
him become a foolthat he may become wise. *° For the wisdom of this world is folly
with God. For it is written, “He catches the wise in their craftiness,” >’ and again, “The
Lord knows the thoughts of the wise, that they are futile.” ** So let no one boast in men.
For all things are yours, > whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or

death or the presentorthe future—allare yours, > and you are Christ’s, and Christ is
God'’s.

I do not write these things to make you ashamed, but to admonish you as my beloved
children. ** Forthough you have countless guides in Christ, you do not have many
fathers. For| became your fatherin Christ Jesus through the gospel. *® lurge you, then,
be imitators of me.

We saw in chapter 1 that what the world sees as “folly” God used to save those who
believe(1:21). Chapter 2 states that the lost world can’t understand things of God
because he seesthem as “folly.” (2:14) Now Paul says that GOD deems the world’s
wisdom as “folly” (3:19)

6. What does Paul mean when he calls on those who considerthemselves wise to
“become a fool” first?

Some quotes by John Piperdistinguish between the world’s wisdom and the
wisdom of God that puts Christ at the center. The world considers this foolish. You
can embrace the centrality of Christ, lookingtothe world as a fool, butavoiding
the true “folly trap” when worldly wisdom and craftiness leaves out God. It
eliminates boasting because human wisdom will not find God through their
wisdom, but only revealed through the Spirit. The fear (reverence) of God is the
beginning of wisdom. Psalm 111:10

Wrapping Up
7. What doesitlooklike to NOT rely onthe “wisdom of men” today? How are
Christian graduate students tempted to do this?

There are hoops that every grad student must jump through to complete adegree.
Oneisoftenrequiredto “give whata professorrequires” eventhough it may conflict
withyourbelief. Itis atthose timesthata Christian grad must be personally clearon
whatthey believe concerningthe nature of God, the condition of man and the hope
provided through God’s plan and not swayed by academicpressure. You may “reflect
the current views on a paper” but hold to truth accordingto scripture. Acommunity
group of peers can understand the struggle and help you process your thinking.

Rewards: some have said thatit
would be painful for believers to
stand before Christand see their
work tested and burned. However,
Christwill loveyou and welcome
you on that dayandyour only
thoughts will be of Him. It can be
illustrated like one who holds a
thimble thatis full tothe brim and
pleasingtothe one holdingit.
Another is holdinga largegoblet,
alsofull and satisfying. Both feel
affirmed and loved before Christ,
though some may have more to
show for their faithful service.

Tips for a Better Discussion

Since God’s wisdom aims to exalt
the glory of God'’s grace, God
reveals this wisdom in a way that
nullifies human pride and boasting.
John Piper (Think)

As your discussion comes to a
close, end the sessionin prayer.

THE STEWARDSHIP OF WISDOM | A STUDY IN | CORINTHIANS | 3



