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IN THIS WEEK’S STUDY 
1. Discussion Guide 
2. “Academic Integration & The Christian Scholar” 
3. Integrating Faith & Discipline (Video Guide) 
4. Integration Application Guide 
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1. From Romans 12:1-2. Why should we submit our lives to God? What are the 

dangers if we fail to?  

2. How does the academy attempt to get you to conform to its mindset? Are there 

subtle ways in addition to overt and obvious ways?  

3. Romans teaches that transformation begins with renewal of the MIND. How does 

this process occur? 

4. How do we love God with our mind? (Mathew 22:37) 

5. How is your Christian worldview related to your academic discipline? (see 

integration application paper) 

 
APPL ICATION 
We have seen an excellent model of how Christians in the field of philosophy have 
transformed that discipline over the last 30 years.  Dr. William Lane Craig has written about 
being a Christian in the academy.  Dr. Robert Koons at the University of Texas has 
presented a brief video on the different ways in which Christians view their role within their 
discipline.  After watching the video, reviewing the paper, and answering sample questions 
about your discipline, consider writing an integration paper for a topic in your field that 
needs Christian commentary.  You can submit that paper to the annual Christian Scholars 
Forum. 
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!

Watch the video found online at www.christiangrads.org/foundations and consider the following 
outline.     

!
Could!there!be!a!problem!with!Christians!trying!to!integrate!faith?!
!
Can!you!be!too!outspoken!as!a!believer!in!your!discipline?!What!results?!
!
What!happens!if!you!avoid!visibility!to!focus!on!raising!stature!in!your!program?!
!

ACCOMMODATIONIST  
Attempting!to!be!like!other!(secular)!scholars!who!don't!let!faith!touch!discipline.!(ill.!@post!millennial!
view!that!Spirit!is!working!in!each!stage!of!culture:!let!it!happen)!

1. Methodological!Naturalism!
2. Radical!Imperialism!8!science!and!philosophy!are!not!about!the!real!world,!but!simply!describing!

models!
3. Problem!of!inconsistency!if!holding!academic!naturalism,!but!claiming!to!be!a!person!of!faith!
4. Both!science!and!philosophy!are!attributes!of!our!world!and!life;!ought!to!intersect!

appropriately!
5. Post!Modernism,!Deconstructionism!

!

CHRIST IAN GHETTO MENTALITY  
Isolated!and!only!talking/working!among!themselves!

1. Extreme!criticism!of!all!secular!scholarship!
2. Manicean:!chip!on!shoulder!toward!secular!scholars!in!the!discipline!
3. Doutey!Weerd!(Dutch!philosopher!negates!any!secular!value)!

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Wrong:!even!philosophy!is!part!of!God's!vested!order,!so!secular!scholars,!doing!good!
! philosophy,!can!develop!truthful!arguments!(ie:!attack!on!Hegel!by!Sarte!and!B.!Russell).!
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Even!Nietzsche!shook!up!secular!world!with!his!religious!view.!

4. Letting!Christian!faith!leave!no!footprint!in!your!discipline!will!be!disappointing!to!you!
5. Sometimes!being!explicit!about!Christian!views,!actually!results!in!them!being!put!under!a!

bushel,!because!these!lights!are!discounted!by!secularists.!
!
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INF ILTRATION MODEL  
As!a!Christian,!winning!the!respect!of!your!secular!colleagues.!

1. Good!scholarship!by!ANY!standard,!but!incorporating!a!Christian!Worldview!perspective!
2. Interacting!with!secular!peers!to!gain!THERE!view!of!your!work,!even!while!in!process!
3. Find!the!Topic!that!allows!for!engagement,!with!interest!by!peers!
4. D.!Can!be!taken!too!far!8!pretending!to!fit!in!and!not!being!explicit!about!faith!(seen!as!prudent!

by!some,!but!maybe!never!comes!out)!
!

ACTION POINT 
Decide!for!yourself!and!make!a!plan!!
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!
Beyond!the!quest!for!completing!a!degree!program,!graduate!students!need!to!be!called!to!three!
additional!goals!during!their!pursuit!of!an!advanced!degree:!(1)!integration!of!their!faith!and!discipline,!
(2)!personal!growth!in!the!context!of!community,!and!(3)!influence!through!reaching!out!to!peers.!
In!an!attempt!to!assess!the!best!process!for!pursuing!integration,!it!seems!appropriate!to!ask!questions!
that!lead!to!a!clearer!picture!of!the!needs!within!your!particular!field.!
!
1.!What!is!your!field!of!study?!
!
2.!What!is!your!specific!area!of!research/interest?!
!
3.!What!attracted!you!to!this!area!of!study?!
!
4.!Are!there!things!about!this!field!that!concern!you!as!a!believer?!
!
5.!What!is!the!image!of!Christianity!among!your!secular!peers?!
!
6.!Is!this!image!accurate!or!undeserved?!Why?!
!
7.!Are!you!able!to!identify!specific!misconceptions!and!how!to!deal!with!them?!
!
8.!What!would!you!say!is!the!major!hurdle!for!Christianity!among!your!secular!peers?!
!
9.!Are!there!issues!that!have!theological!implications!(cloning,!value!of!life,!etc.)?!
!
10.!Are!there!values!in!conflict!with!clear!Christian!positions?!
!
11.!Are!there!gray!issues!that!could!use!clarification!from!a!Christian!perspective?!
!
12.!Is!there!a!clear!position!on!how!to!acquire!truth,!what!is!false,!and!perception!of!reality?!
!
13.!Is!there!a!methodology!or!data!collection!issue!for!you!as!a!believer!(truth!acquired!only!by!certain!
means!seen!as!valuable)?!
!
14.!Are!there!characterizations!of!your!field!that!appear!contrary!to!Christianity!(ie.!Lifestyle!in!the!Arts,!
ethics,!truth!&!relativism,!etc.)?!
!
!
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INTEGRATION APPLICAT ION 
15.!Will!some!of!the!issues!within!your!field!also!present!concerns!to!the!church!at!large?!
!
16.!Who!are!the!prominent!writers/spokespersons!in!the!field?!Do!their!works!present!an!image!issue!or!
conflict!with!Christian!beliefs?!
!
17.!Have!you!read!any!Christian!authors!with!content!relevant!to!your!field?!
!
18.!Are!you!aware!of!Christian!scholars!within!your!field!or!specific!area!of!interest?!
!
19.!Are!there!networking!opportunities!with!Christian!associations!or!fellowships!in!the!field?!
!
20.!If!you!could!have!a!paper!written!from!a!Christian!worldview!on!any!topic!within!your!field,!what!
would!you!want!to!see?!
!
21.!If!you!could!host!a!debate!between!either!a!theologian!or!Christian!scholar!and!a!prominent!secular!
scholar!in!your!field,!who!would!be!the!main!characters!and!what!would!you!want!as!the!topic?!
!
22.!Other!issues!(whether!ethical,!lifestyle,!values,!character,!etc.)!that!give!me!or!my!peers!concern!
about!Christianity!and!my!field!are…!
!
23.!Are!there!issues!where!Christians!differ!on!positions!that!call!for!you!to!make!choices!and!develop!a!
defense!as!a!believing!scholar!(ie.!Theistic!evolution,!life!viability,!etc.)?!
!
24.!Is!there!background!information!(historical,!past!scholars,!presuppositions,!etc.)!that!lend!an!
understanding!to!the!current!state!of!the!field?!
!
25.!What!would!you!want!to!ask!a!philosopher!or!theologian!if!he/she!came!as!a!presenter!to!a!group!of!
believers!in!your!field?!
!
26.!Are!there!unique!worldview!concerns!to!someone!considering!an!academic!career?!
!


